International Colloquium
Archaeology in Contemporary Europe - ACE
Significance of the Past

The very beginning of Europe?

Cultural and Social Dimensions of Early-Medieval Migration

and Colonisation (5sth-8th century):

BRUSSELS - MAY I7-19 2011

As a co-organising partner of the European ACE project which aims to promote archaeology in
contemporary Europe, the Flemish Heritage Institute (VIOE, Scientific Institute of the Flemish
Government, Brussels, Belgium) will organize an international colloquium on the Early Middle
Ages within the ACE-theme ‘Significance of the past’ The focus will be on the issues of social and
identity construction, and phenomena such as migration, settlement, ethnicity, acculturation,
land use and landscape, as well as the formation of cultural and political identities in the past.
This colloquium is the result of research and exchange carried out within the framework of the
ACE project - ‘Archaeology in contemporary Europe’, with the support of the European Union
(Culture 2007-2013 programme).

http://www.ace-archaeology.eu

The Flemish Heritage Institute (vIOE) will organise this colloquium in cooperation with the ‘In-
ternationales Sachsensymposion. Arbeitsgemeinschaft zur Archdologie der Sachsen und ihrer Nach-
barvilker in Nordwesteuropa’. The scientific coordination is assigned to Prof. Dr. Frans Theuws
(University of Amsterdam), Prof. Dr. Laurent Verslype (Université Catholique de Louvain), Prof.
Dr. Dries Tys (Vrije Universiteit Brussel ), Dr. Koen De Groote (VIOE), Yann Hollevoet (Departe-
ment RWO of the Flemish Government) and Rica Annaert (VIOE).

We invite you to present a paper at this colloquium, which will be held in Brussels, Belgium, May
17-19 2011.
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The following sessions are planned:

L The issue of migration: theoretical approaches. During this session research on the phenomenon
of migration will be treated on a broad theoretical, historical and/or linguistic level. We will try
to answer the following questions: “‘What do we mean by the term ‘migration’> What was their
relationship to their homeland and traditions? What evidence can we find in the archaeological,
historical and linguistic sources and in the material culture? What happened to the native com-
munities?

II. Identity and landscape. Migration certainly leads to a new identity. How did communities form
their identity during their paths of migration? Which part did the landscape play in this creation
of identity? What was the landscape like during times of early medieval migration? Where there
ruins? Was it devastated? Or is there a regional difference? Did these facts have an impact on the
creation of identity?

III. Identity and urban centres. What evidence of migration can we find in urban centres with a
chronological continuity? Are there differences between Roman cities in Northern France, the
Rhine-valley (Cologne), the Scheldt-valley (Tournai), the Meuse-valley (Maastricht), the Longo-
bard region, the West-Roman territories (Trier), the East-Roman territories (Ravenna), ...2 What
was the impact of migration on urban centres?

1V, Material culture. How are identities reflected in their material culture?

An interdisciplinary approach will give an extra dimension to the archaeological view on the is-
sue of migration, ethnicity and identification.

English is the preferred language of communication, but papers can also be given in French or
German. Proposals, with title and half-page summary (150-200 words) should be send before
May 31, 2010 to henrica.annaert@rwo.vlaanderen.be as attachment in Microsoft Word 2003
format (.doc). The preliminary programme of the conference and the practical information will
be forwarded after all paper proposals are completed. Notice of acceptance will be sent by the
end of 2010. Abstracts will be made available at the conference. The conference proceedings will
be published afterwards as a monograph in the vioE-serie ‘Relicta’
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